
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             JANUARY 10, 2016 
  
BAPTISM  OF  THE  LORD 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 68 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my basic way of coping with life is to get away 
from those things that are too much for me.  I do this 
instinctively.  You invite me to respond differently—to move 
toward and immerse myself in whatever my life contains.  My 
way is up and out; your way is down and in.  My expectation is 
that you would want me to overcome my tendency to get 
away and focus more on what I am facing.  Instead, you take 
my way seriously and ask me to do the same: to take seriously 
my need to get away, to honor it by seeking to understand it 
rather than change it.  You accomplish what you value by 
helping me do what I must.  I am grateful. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 384 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 302 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for January 17, 2016 
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

FYI 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and plan to stay. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 
Faith Presbyterian will take place on Sunday, January 31, 2016, in 
the sanctuary, at 11:20am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Baptism of the Lord – Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 The Christian religion pivots around the understanding that God 
chooses to be immersed in our personal lives, and from within our 
lives works to bring each of us the fullness of our life. God does not 
seek to have us actualize an ideal of life, but rather, seeks to have 
us live as fully as possible whatever is feasible for us, given the 
reality of our biology, psychology, sociology and history. What this 
involves is our participating in a tension that exists within us 
between 1) the images about human life which we assimilated 
from our culture and whoever raised us, and 2) the physical, mental 
and emotional reality of the person we actually are, including our 
gifts and talents and also our wounds, fears and limitations. The 
images we assimilated and who we are both have value, and the 
issue is not to emphasize one side over the other, but to live in the 
tension between them and see what emerges as both coexist and 
impact one another. This interaction is what occurs when our 
religion is working well—the images we assimilated and what is 
actual for us both interact. What emerges is what is workable for 
us, and is the fullness of our life in any particular time and situation. 
The fullness of our life is always a compromise between the more 
idealized images we have assimilated, and the reality we are 
actually living. 
 The symbol for this interaction is the baptism of Jesus by John. 
We have discussed John earlier as being the mythological name for 
what we would describe as a cluster of abilities. When we are 
unable to meet the standards we inherited as to what our life 
should be, John’s presence is experienced as the ability to think 
about what has happened, to consider what we have done or not 
done, and then to make changes in the way we live as a way to 
keep us moving toward meeting those standards. The appearance 
of Christ in us marks an expansion of these abilities. Christ is the 
aspect of God who gets immersed in our life, sees us accurately, 
and appreciates the reality of who we are. Christ exerts influence 
on us to modify what we have assimilated, treating us with equity, 
fairness and balance, encouraging us to entertain images for 
ourselves that are less idealistic and more realistic, feasible and 
achievable. 

The image in the text to which we want to pay attention is that 
of Christ being baptized by John. Christ agrees to be immersed in 
and subject to the substance of John’s world. What is important 
about this image is how it depicts what is held in the foreground of 
our mind as we live, and then what is in the background. Our lives 
are pretty much dominated by the idealized images we assimilated. 
This is true whether we conform to these images, resist them, or 
rebel against them. On our own we do not live in a conscious, 
creative tension between our images and what is feasible or helpful 
or necessary for us. Rarely do we deliberately and consciously seek 
to work out a compromise between what we were raised to be and 
should be, and a more realistic, balanced and equitable image of our 
life. Much of what we were raised to be is valid. The problem is it is 
applied excessively, often ruthlessly and generally rigidly. It needs 
to be tempered and made more humane and applied with insight 
and compassion. The symbol for this is Christ being baptized by 
John. The images we assimilated are engaged by Christ, a reality 
which will temper them and make them more fitting to us. Christ is 
immersed in what we assimilated, and from within it seeks to 
illumine its excesses and offer more humane and less stringent 
alternatives. If Christ baptized John, the symbolism would be that 
our idealized images and their excesses would be submerged 
beneath the more gracious way of Christ, and we would further lose 
any connection to them, any familiarity with them, and we would 
therefore remain under their dominance. When the symbolism is 
that Christ is baptized by John, our idealized images remains in the 
foreground, we remain connected to them, and we get to watch as 
our images are modified to make them more humane and feasible. 
What is important here is that we remain connected to the idealized 
images around which our life actually pivots (although not usually 
with much awareness), and that we notice as these images are 
impacted by Christ in such a way that our life becomes more 
realistic. God’s intention is that we will come to the place of 
inhabiting the fullness of our life and not an ideal of a human life. 

As we live in this tension we continue to feel the pressure to 
meet our idealized images, and Christ maintains the pull to have 
greater balance. Compassion and acceptance and welcome come to 



us as someone living in this tension, which makes it possible to live 
in the tension and look at the pressure we feel, to learn about the 
pressure and learn from it. What living in this tension produces is 
conveyed by the images of winnowing [what is essential is 
separated from what is not] and fire [what is no longer useful or 
helpful is transformed]. Christ is baptized by John—the balance 
desired by God gets immersed in the ideals and standards we 
assimilated. The standards do not get erased, but rather light 
shines on them and they get illumined and examined and sorted. 
Christ chooses to be immersed in our life, is subject to its standards, 
and as a result our standards get modified. They do not go away, 
but are made more balanced. 

If we were raised in the Church we were taught that we should 
strive to be like Christ. What we generally take that to mean is that 
we should focus on treating ourselves and others with compassion 
and acceptance, always seeking balance and fair treatment. The 
way we implement this is by removing from awareness anything 
about ourselves which is not “Christ-like,” so that it ends up being 
in the background of our life and not available to us. To actually be 
“Christ-like” would mean to remain connected to the aspects of our 
life that are not “Christ-like,” to have them be in the forefront of 
our awareness, to watch as Christ treats us compassionately with 
these being true of us, and to notice how being treated this way 
changes whatever about us is not “Christ-like.” 

The affirmation for this way of life is put into the mouth of God: 
“This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” What 
is affirmed here is a way of living where we pay attention to our 
images and to the way Christ modifies them, and do this as the way 
to have a life that is better balanced, our own personal human life.  

 [Jim Robie, 1-7-16, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22] 


